Some 25 pages of the book are devoted to the dynamics of the vegetation, under the headings 'Terminology and methods', 'Vegetation dynamics' and 'Site habitats and dynamics of vegetation'. The changes in number of species and their cover at the sites are described using the diversity quotient proposed by Londo (1975) at the 1973 Rinteln symposium, which is a modification of the similarity quotient of Sorensen (1948). Nilsson's treatment of his subject is thus an application of the approach of Londo. In the case of the Gardiken reservoir, vegetation is found only over a space of a few metres in a vertical direction, and even then it is so sparse that the usual percentage cover scale to an accuracy of 1% proves far too insensitive; thus, the author is obliged to reduce it to the 0.01% level. Even then it can be seen from the Appendix table that much use is made of the lower end of this scale.
Some 25 pages of the book are devoted to the dynamics of the vegetation, under the headings 'Terminology and methods', 'Vegetation dynamics' and 'Site habitats and dynamics of vegetation'. The changes in number of species and their cover at the sites are described using the diversity quotient proposed by Londo (1975) at the 1973 Rinteln symposium, which is a modification of the similarity quotient of Sorensen (1948). Nilsson's treatment of his subject is thus an application of the approach of Londo. In the case of the Gardiken reservoir, vegetation is found only over a space of a few metres in a vertical direction, and even then it is so sparse that the usual percentage cover scale to an accuracy of 1% proves far too insensitive; thus, the author is obliged to reduce it to the 0.01% level. Even then it can be seen from the Appendix table that much use is made of the lower end of this scale.
The correlations of the number of species and their cover values with the fluctuations in water level during the previous vegetation period and the previous year as a whole are depicted in Fig. 30 . This could well be regarded as the most important figure in the whole paper. The very large and presentationally inconvenient fluctuations in numbers of species could have been depicted more easily on a logarithmic instead of a linear scale.
The material gathered from the 66 quadrats of 1 m 2 is presented in full (Tables 5-11 ). This number of quadrats may seem small, but when each has been analysed 10 times over a span of 5 years the result is a set of 660 analyses of I m 2, which implies a vast amount of fieldwork. A more detailed examination of the species list shows that true hydrophytes are entirely absent, and although the bryophytes can be seen to include a few hydroamphibionts, there are none at all among the vascular plants. The majority of the most common species are, in the terminology of During (1979) , 'short living perennials' which possess an 'annual shuttle strategy'. A covert existence in the ground in seed or other diaspore form, and eventual germination once conditions are right, would seem to form an essential part of the life strategy of these species, and in spite of the preference shown by a number of them for cultural environments (and they even include some well-known weeds of cultivation!), many are evidently lake-shore plants by origin. No trace is found in situ any longer of the aquatic vegetation of lake GardsjiSn described with such care by Wassen (1960) , as is inevitable in view of the present fluctuations of up to 20 m in the water level of this Gardiken reservoir.
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